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A Kick-Off to
A Good Cause

3y Dave Gordon

[ORONTO—Seriously
Jewish children and
r families will soon be
e to benefit from the
rices of a Canadian ver-
n of Chai Lifeline, a
1-profit international
anization offering myri-
support programs.
Jhai Lifeline offers
ytional support groups,
drives, 'a Big
yther/Big Sister pro-
m, counseling services,
| runs Camp Simcha —
psher summer camp for
iously ill children.

Speaking at the kick-off

ner of the Toronto Chai
eline recently, were
bbi Simcha Scholar,
nder and executive
-president of Chai Life-
e, and Toronto Arg-
wuts owner Sherwood
warz, a member of the

anization’s board of

ctors.

Sschwartz, who was the
st guest of honor .in
36, said of his visit to
mp Simcha, “Although
campers were ill, they
re having a good time
wgling with others who
re also sick, and that
s touching to see.”
Until two years ago,
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designed to meet the med-

ical and social needs of

children with serious,
chronic or lifelong illness-
es. The camp accommo-
dates some 300 campers,
many Canadian.

“Chai Lifeline is non-
political, non-denomina-
tional, and non-judgmen-
tal,” said Scholar. “It is
irrelevant what type of ill-
ness; our services are open
to anyone. When an illness
happens in the family, the
family suffers too, and we
help them. 3,000 families
are being helped right
now, every day, around the
world.”

When local committees:

approached Scholar to
help bring Chai Lifeline to
Canada, he didn’t hesitate
to respond. “Toronto needs
this year-round service, to
help families deal with
crises. Two years in the
making, meeting with lay-
leadership, we know that
Canada needs this.”

The concept was first
introduced to the leaders
of the Jewish community
and later, the business
community. It was Scholar
who brought Schwartz into
the project. “He
things in the big picture,”
he says. “It was easy to
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their names and major
support to the organiza-
tion.” Corporate backing
came from the likes of
AOL : and. Toys *R. Us.
“Everyone has really
stepped up to the plate for
Chai Lifeline.”

By day, Sherwood
Schwartz, the life insur-
ance salesman, makes a
living helping people
examine the unpredictabil-
ity and fragility of life. “I'm
really happy to help a
cause that is close to my
heart. I saw the great care
Chai Lifeline gives, and
really admire the work
they do,” he said.

“I told them this: ‘I will
assist you. What do you
need?”

Showing that it is possi-
ble for pigskin and Jews to
have something in com-
mon, guest Argonauts
came to the dinner with
Schwartz to show their
support

Eighteen-year-old Shi-
mon, a former camper
with leukemia, also spoke
at the dinner. “I was diag-
nosed with cancer two
years ago, and after ten
months of treatment... |
didn’t feel like doing
much,” he said. “But two
weeks at Camp Simcha
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owner/ceo Toronto Argos

mism | needed, after see-
ing other kids getting bet-
ter.”

Camp Simcha, also
explained Scholar, is “the
only place where ponytails
and peyyot meet, where
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A RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY FOR PERSONS WITH ALZHEIMER'S
DISEASE AND OTHER DEMENTIAS SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

ol

Jerry Faivish, event coordinator; Rabbi Simcha Scholar, executive director; Sherwood

yarmulkes and rings come
together.”

Yet, despite technologi-
cal breakthroughs, pedi-
atric illnesses are on the
rise, according to Scholar.

Since its inception in

Schwartz,

1986, he has been the dri-
ving force behind Chai
Lifeline. How does he do
it? His answer is simple.
“Belief in G-d and mira-
cles.”

OUR HOME is a centre of excellence that is dedicated to providing a care
alternative and optimum physical setting that enhances health, well-being and quality of life,
and promotes a family feeling among residents

WE OFFER:

« skilled, personalized, sensitive care with professional Nursing staff on site 24 hours a day
« specially trained staff and programs dedicated to preserving abilities and compensating
for losses and committed to caring with professional excellence, compassion and respect
« individualized plans of care
« optimum level of privacy, flexibility and independence in safe, secure, elegant home-like
environment with private bedrooms and bathrooms

Bl Tt's the environment we would choose should we . require



